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INTRODUCTION 


"One of the quickest ways to become a buddha is to imagine 
yourself as one." 


—His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama 


The fifty line drawings of Indo-Tibetan Buddhist deities and lin- 
eage-holders that appear in this book were originally created over 
a period of several years during the late 1980s. I drew them as part 
of an ambitious project, which involved creating around two hun- 
dred drawings of historical Indian and Tibetan Buddhist masters 
for a cultural handbook covering all the main Tibetan traditions. 
Unfortunately, after half of these figures were drawn I was told 
that the promised funding for my artwork was not forthcoming. 
Since then these drawings have remained unseen in a box, with 
only a small number of them ever appearing in publications. 

Thus I welcome the opportunity of presenting a selection of 


these lineage-holder drawings for the first time. In truth, quite a 


few of these images are the finest drawings I ever made, and I am 
delighted they can now appear in print for the first time. Of spe- 
cial significance to me are the drawings of Green Tara, White Tara, 
and Padmasambhava, which were drawn separately for a limited 
edition of silk-screen prints. Each of these three drawings took 
around two hundred hours to complete, while the others took 
between fifty to a hundred hours. All of these figurative illustra- 
tions were drawn with an extremely fine sable-hair brush. Many of 
them are reproduced in their original size, with a pen only being 
used for ruled lines, circles, and certain minute details. 

In the back of this book, I’ve included short descriptions and 
biographies of each figure. By no means do these concise texts 
convey the extensive range of practices, teachings, transmissions, 
and long retreats that many of these great masters undertook 
during the course of their lives, nor do they elucidate the volumes 
of profound explanatory commentaries they composed. However, 
extensive versions of their biographies can now be found on the 


Internet, along with images that depict the colors in which they, 
their garments and attributes, are traditionally depicted. 

Whoever you may be I wish you much creative joy in your color- 
ing endeavors. May it help bring you peace, awareness, and the reali- 
zation that what we are looking for is what is looking. 


Robert Beer 
Oxford, England 
October 2015 


www.tibetanart.com 
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ibetan Buddhism is rich with figures that embody 

the teachings and history of this great tradition. 

This book pays homage to the bodhisattvas and 
buddhas, teachers, and deities within the Indo- Tibetan 
tradition, and the great range of practices, teachings, 
transmissions, and long retreats that many of these great 
masters undertook during the course of their lives. 
Engaging with the fifty illustrations here through color- 
ing is an intimate and simple way to deepen one's 
understanding of Buddhism and the practice of mind- 
fulness. The drawings—all meticulously painted by hand 
with a small sable brush—possess qualities that alternate 
between energizing and calming, and all relate to the 
state of being completely awakened. A concise descrip- 
tion of every drawing introduces each figure and the 
important roles these great masters have fulfilled in the 
Buddhist tradition. 
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